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f DISCOURSE, & 


RO v. xxii, v. 6. 


Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from il. 


TFT DLENESS either of mind or body 
(when the haman individual is enabled 
by good health to be ative) is at once a 
proof of a bad diſpoſition, and an oppor- 
tunity for the increaſe of it. But whea the 
individual thus idle hath alſo in conſe- 

quence of a bad education little matter 

for uſeful thought, nor the habit of ſound 
thinking, and few good principles to reſiſt 

811] evil 
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evil inclinations—then, it ſhould teem, ine 
danger of idleneſs as an opportunity for 
vice will increaſe. Therefore when the 
_ uneducated poor are the leaſt employed, 

they are in the moſt pitiable ſituation as, 
probationers for eternity. It is a Vacancy 
which they know not how to ſupply, —it is 
a ſpace for the intruſion of much evil, or 
it is ſomething worſe—even as a houſe 
deſerted to bad ſervants, who though they 
may continue in it after the arrival of 
their maſter, may yet be kept in. ſome or- 

der when he curbs them by his vigilance 
and authority, and compels them into a 
proper courſe of activity, 


Such is the ſtate of the uneducated poor 
when they are left in idleneſs. But of 
this order of men it may in general be 
aſſerted that excepting. on the Sabbath- 
day they are not left in idleneſs, but are 
in ſome ſtate of active employment.— 
However if they are not thus inoffenſivel 
engaged it may likewiſe be ſaid of them, 
that they then become the moſt miſchiev- | 
ous members of ſociety, and chiefly exhibit 
the moſt tremendous inſtances of atrocious 


manners, and civil puniſhment. Theſe 
aſſertions 


CS: 3 


aſſertions are not to be controverted,' and 
are ſo many ſound principles from which 
we infer the uſe and neceſſity of a religi- 
ous educafion.—We ſhould therefore be 
particularly careful to provide that the 
leiſure of the holy Sabbath may not. be- 
come moſt unholily the permitted means 
of irreligious diſſervice to the poor. The 
evils which we might prevent, and do not, 
are permitted by us. Men are not ſuffi. 
ciently aware that their omiſſions are not 
ſeldom the moſt fatal deſertions of duty. 
—While we ſleep the enemy ſoweth his 
tares. Nor is the individual Chriſtian in 
general ſufficiently conſcious of this truth, 
that he is bound to promote the kingdom 
of Chriſt upon earth with as much zeal as. 
the holy Apoſtles themſelves. He poſ- 
Teſſeth not indeed their miraculous powers, 
he may not preciſely move in the ſame 
courſe, but he has only not the ſame com- 
miſſion, and ſhould act with the ſame 
ſpirit: and this we ſhall moſt certainly do 
if we provide effectually by the means of 
Sunday-Schools, that the goſpel may be 
preached unto thoſe poor children who 
might otherwiſe remain, unacquainted 


with the glad tidings of Salvation, and 
night 
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might be ſhamefully left in a Chriſtian 
country as ſo many ſpots and ſhadows in 
the very centre and ſun of evangelical 
light. Let the holy Sabbath be made to 
them the means of innocent engagement, 
and of religious inſtruction, and let us by 
this inſtitution convert an opportunity of 
evil into the cauſe of the utmoſt good, and 
then what is the conſequence? I con- 
ceive that hen our deſign, and not our's 
only, fhall become at length the univerſal 
object of our countrymen, and this in- 
ſtitution ſhall he brought to it's utmoſt 
perfection. —we may then rejoice, as 
Chriſtians, in the confidence that the whole 
land is fo viſited by the healing light of 
the Chriſtian goſpel, that. human Wiſdom 
ſhall then appear to have co-operated to 
the utmoſt of it's power with the divine, . 
in beſtowing upon all men that prime 
bleſſing.— IHE KNOWLEDGE OF 
ITS DUTY: 


Aſſuredly then if the preceding ob⸗ 
ſervations prove that the Sunday-School is 
(as it were) the laſt ſupplement of the 
kind for the promotion of Chriſtian educa- 


tion, and is then productive ſas the finiſh- 
; | . 


11. 
ing part of one glorious ſyſtem) of the 
greateſt- conceivable good for the benefit 
of mankind, and that if this inſtitution be 
not eſtabliſhed many children ſmany in 
ſad truth) cannot poſſibly be trained in the 
way they ſhould go—how can- any pru- 
dent and thinking man object to the in- 
ſtitution ? or how can any good man not 
preſs. forwards in it's ſervice? if there be 
ſuch principles of conduct as benevolence, 
piety, and compaſhon the courſe of duty in 
this inſtance is as clear as the light of Rea- 

ſon, and Religion can make it. 


_ Objections to the unneceſſary miſcon- 
duct of the inſtitution are no arguments 
againſt the inſtitution itſelf, Exceſlive 
_ modeſty and timidity in ſome men will at 
firſt check in others a brave and generous 
promptitude to do great and good actions. 
Malignant ſelfiſhnefs will oppoſe the vir- 
tue of which it is incapable. | We mea- 


ſure things by ſentiment more than by 

reaſon, nor is the kingdom of Chriſt as yet 

ſo far come as that we may be ſaid to ho- 

nour all men, and to judge not; but the 

growth of Charity is gradually preparing 

the way this glorious conſummatian—a 
B 
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1 
conſummation devoutly to be wiſhed by 
thoſe whole faith is in alliance with their 
charity. Let us then by our preſent con- 


duct advance it ſomewhat, let us execute 
the deſign, let us do the work of the Lord re- 


membring that his eye which is now 


upon us will be the eye of favour and mer- 
cy in proportion as {according to our re- 
ſpective opportunities) we fulfil the de- 
ſign of the univerſal Father. God as ſuch 
looketh down from the heights of hi: 
glory upon the pitiable eſtate of thoſe his 
poor children. Let us then with reſpeQ 
to them, as far as we can, be perfect even 
as our Father which is in Heaven is per- 
fect. But ſuch is his goodneſs that he 
maketh his ſun to riſe upon the juſt and 
unjuſll. "Thoſe infants are not unjuſt, they 
are now, ({uch is their childlike innocence, 
and ſimplicity) every thing that can attract- 
our love and pity, let us then provide 
by our preſent exertions in their behalf, 
that they may not hereafier be numbered 
among the unjuſt, and the evil ones.— 
It is in fact the character as it is the glory 
of the Chriſtian Religion to preſs ſas 
the condition of Salvation) the diſcharge 
of all thoſe moral duties the propriety of 
| which 


L 13 
which hay been uniformly acknowledged 
at all times by the common ſenſe and rea- 
ſon of mankind. If therefore religious, 
inſtruction be made unto all who partake 
ol it {what it is deſigned and eminently qua- 
| lified to be) the moſt awakening and the moſt 
effective inforcement of good morals and 
habits—it were then the utmoſt folly not 
to ſee, and own—that all the power and 
wiſdom of man cannot find any object 
more deſerving his zealous ſupport than 
the religious inſtruction of mankind. Be 
the perſons under inſtruction rich or poor, 
olf whatever order, ſo to ſerve them is the 
moſt meritorious act of human agency. 
The univerſal endeayour to do this is an 
univerſal endeavour to make all men. by 
all poſſible means true to all their duties, 
at peace with their own conſciences and 
uſeful to others, good men and good. citi- 
zens, wiſe for time and the ſtate when time 
ſhall be no more, contented here {where 
happineſs is not to be expected) and happy 
hereafter where happineſs, is to be ex- 
pected upon the word of God, ſhall be 
dealt out by the meaſyres of his goodneſs, 
and be continually dealing out thro' the, 
courſes of his eternity to thoſe who at the 
B 2 2 laſt, 
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laſt day ſhall abide that teſt of charity un- 


to which, ye are taught, that all men ſhall 


be ſubj ected by their omniſcient Judge, 


and charitable Redeemer. 


The brute beaſt which periſherh, which 


ſhall not be fo judged, which is not a 


free-agent, is made what he is by the divine 
omnipotence. But man made in he 


image of God is honoured in ſome degree 
with the power of creating · himſelf anew 
thro' the means of education. To do this 
in the beſt manner, to open all the foun- 
tains of good education and direct them 


aright ſhould be the prime effort of human 


activity. Individuals and governments 
have no object equal to this. This duly 


perſued would ſhew what man is, and clear 


him of the ſpots which obſcure his reſem- 
blance to the glorious being after whom he 
| was made. This duly perſued would 


bring forth every perfection of body and 


mind which he is intended to exhibit. 
The brighteſt perfection. charity reſembleth 
that divine goodneſs that pottion of the 


divinity which is adored by our love. Let 
us then exalt our hearts, and dignify our 
preſent intentions by conſidering our ef- 

5 . 
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11 
forts as the widow's mite, contributed to 


advance over the whole, earth the great 
n of religious education. | | 


But religious education, merely. as a 
conveyancer of religious ideas, is of fmall 
profit unleſs it fixes the infiructed perſon 
in the habits correſpondent to the prin- 
ciples. The diſcharge of religious duties, 
which is the calling of every man, would 
no more ariſe from the mere knowledge of 
the Theory, than the ability of executing 
any ſpecial trade or profeſſion from the 
mere verbal deſcription of it to the intel- 
nt auditor. If then the teachers of 
moral and religious knowledge would have 
the habits and tempers more in view, 
training up the child in the very way he 
ſhould go,—pointing and ſlrengthening his 
every ſtep, —godlineſs would have its per- 
fet work. But as ſome parts of religious: 
knowledge, ſuch as the doctrines reſpecting 
eternal rewards and puniſhments, divide 
the ſoul aſunder /as it were) with a two- 
edged ſword certainly this knowledge in 
part impreſſes more than any other mere 


knowledge. Yet let the Patron and Con- 


e of Sunday-ſchools, and indeed bf all 
Schools 
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Schools whatever, always have in view this 
important truth,--that education produceth 
it's chief good thro": the cultivation of the 
habits. A truth of which every one who 
hears me will probably be ſenſible if he 
recollects but one of his own peculiar 
weakneſſes, and reviews his education, 
which he will aſſuredly do with a wiſh that 
Tome paris of it had been more perfect. 
Ves it is a truth that cannot be too often 
brought into the view of mankind that in 
the proportion that men come to ſee the 
importance and beſt methods of religious 
education, and to act accordingly—the 
Kingdom of Chriſt muſt come forwards on 
the earth. Theſe general views ſhew the 
broad and noble foundation upon which 
we actually ſtand as the friends to man- 
kind and everlaſting truth, for the laſt ad- 
vancement of which we are actually aſſem- 
bled, — for as the friends, benefactors, and 
' patrons of the Sunday-ſchool are we not 
now aſſembled in order to find the means 
of ſupplying the. only defective part of re- 
ligious education? a defect which muſt be 
lamented but I hope only for a ſhort time / 
as a ſpot, if not a malignant taint in Chriſ- 


tian ſocieties, For really may not the ſe- 
veral 


1 ] 
veral tribes, /whereſoever diſperſed} of the 
uneducated irreligious poor be conſidered 
as ſo many unwholeſome marſhes and peſ- 
tilential fens deſiructive to their reſpective 
neighbourhoods? 


| Numerous over this Kingdom are the 
poor pitiable individuals which it is the ob- 
jet of the Sunday-ſchool to relieve with 
Nha greateſt benefit that can be conferred 
by man upon man. The generous zeal, 
which now aQuates us, is gone forth into 
the whole land. The muſlard ſeed begin- 
neth to grow into a great tree. Kings are 
it's nurſing Fathers, and Queens it's nur- 
ſing Mothers. But if this laſt child of 
charity ſhould be nurtured into maturity 
of ſtature, 'tis to be expected that the ſpirit 
productive of this particular good will im- 
prove and animate the labour of compal- 
ſionate love in all other directions.--- — 


That operation of the human ſoul which 
prevents evils to come is more beneficent 
than that which relieves preſent miſery, 
'- This aſſails us ſo forceably that we ſeek our 
own immediate peace by relieving it. It 


aſks immediate relief, and God has gra- 
ciouſly 


[ 18 ] 
cioufly contrived our hearts to afford it. 
But how tender, great and delicate is the 
mind that is buſy to foreſee the evil 
which it is active to prevent. This is a 


charity the leaſt afflictive yet the moſt be- 


neficent. It is that more perfect exhibi- 
tion of practical wiſdom which turns aſide 
in their outſet the floods that would over- 
flow to deſolate ; conducting over the land 


thoſe only which may convert the waſte 


places into green paſtures. But worſe 
than barren is the ſoul of man when it 
wants a religious education; tis _ Aa 
brambly covert to venomous ſubtlety, o 

Tavenous violence, to the thouſand ever- 
varying forms in which low knavery aſſails 


our peace or property, or to thoſe daring acts 


of rapine and murder which are now ſo tre- 


mendouſly gaining ground upon us. But 


praiſed be God this evil threatneth us at the 
inſtant when his mercy is exciting in all 
parts of the Kingdom a diſpoſition {ſuch 
as at this moment prevails among us) to 
ſupply mankind with far better means of 
preventing the likeevils for the future than 
the horrid yet (as it ſeems) the ineffectual 
and numerous menaces of capital ex- 
ecutions. | 


Man | 


> * 
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Man is made in the image of God, re- 
pe by the glorious ſon of God, and 
therefore the heir of immortality. Man 
therefore being thus dignified in his crea- 

tion, and redemption we may well honour 
all men: What are the diſlinctjons of this 
fleeting life ? let not worldly pride miſlead 
us from the path of (ak Se the robe of 
royalty, and the rags of pitiable indigence 
are but as the motly colours in a tempora- 
cy ſcene to diverſiſy for the earlier and 
ſhorter period of their exiſtence the im- 
mortal agents. All of whom if but 
ac cheir parts well are equally reſpeQable 
in the eye of reaſon and of God. Pride 
may be gratified, by beneficence but it is 
inconſiſtent with benevolence, And rea- 
ſon and religion tell us that benevolence, 
that zealous agent, .cannot more beauti- 
fully, more naturally, more nobly exert | 
itſelf than by cloathing the naked ſouls of 
the infant poor with the robe of righteoul- 
| neſs. ; Give them honeſt manners, honor 
human nature in them, and Tecube in them 
the human dignity, at leaſt as far as ye 
can; by that education in probity and pi- 


eee which if we aſk nature, if 
+2208 I we 
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. 
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we aſk reaſoif $f we view the whole courſe 
of our futuſd exiſtence by the light of re- 
'Fgion-—we'ſhall thank God for tlie privi- 
ledge of bur being. and triumph in our 
creation as Man. The more ye value a 
virtuous conduct the more ye will feel for 
thoſe who are not in the way to be train- 
ed into it, with tlie more ardour and ge- 
neroſity ye will encourage that inſtitution 
Which is now recommended to your pa- | 
tronage; and once heartily engaged in 
the glorious work ye will by your prudent 
conduct of it, by your bounty. and active 
ſuperintendance' bring it to it's laſt perfec- 
tion. Tis all a habit—ſelfiſhnefs or be- 
nevolence. We muſt have an intereſt, and 
a warm one too, in one direction or an- 
other. If we take the laudable direction 
buſy like our redeeming maſter to do 
good the ſoul of man then btightens - 
more and more as his body decays; and 
the nigher he approaches the regions of 
bliſs—the nigher he approaches the an- 
gelic character. But the termination of 
a charitable life is as a goodly tree ready 
to burſt forth into that beautiful leaf which 


mall never fade. A life of feliſhneſs is a 
| continued 


a |} 


continued diſeaſe in the heart itſelf. Kt is 
a blighted tree whoſe young branches are 
continually falling off. It is a blaſted ob- 

ject, and diſgraces the earth until death 
hews it down, and caſts it into that fire 


which never periſhes, 


1 out then the goodly ai arms of your 
charity. take theſe little ones under your 
protediion, and ſhelter them from the ſlorms 
of virtuous temptation, and its conſequent 
perils. Hereafter they will be able to pro- 
te& themſelves, and by their good works 
not only to glority our common Father, 
their Father which is in Heaven, but you 
too who have beea their Fathers on Warth. 


Let all men therefore * are concern; 


ed in this generous undertaking apply 
themſelves to it, each in his way and op- 

portunity, with a zeal and a temper and a 
prudence the beſt adaptey for a 


it 8 en end. 


ve parents of theſe poor children know 
the great good intended them by their be- 
.nefactors, be, humbly thankful to God and 


Man—remembring what a grace is now 


ey. 
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held forth to you, what a talent is now 


intruſied into your hands. This at leaſt 
ye may improve by the filent inſtruction 


of a good example, by ſober, modeſt, and 


honeſt manners. Sacred is the preſence of 


a child—whofe manners are yet to be 


formed, — the tender texture of whoſe mind 


is ſo eaſily deranged, and fo capable of re- 
ceiving any colour. The wretched parent 


that ſets a bad example to his own child 


endeavours to damn the being to which he 


has given exiſtence. Every chitd by the 
rights of nature aſks of his parent the bread 
ol ſalvation, and ſhould not of a parent re- 
ceive a ſerpent—the worm thet never dieth. 
| Know then your duty, ye parents of theſe 


poor children,— diſcharge it conſcientiouſ- 
ly, and by conforming to their religious 


benefactors ye will in all probability gra- 
dually come yourſetves to that godlineſs 
which is ſtronger than human power, more 
dignified than human greatn- 8. and more 


beneficial than human wealth. Life is 
ſhort., Ve may be powerful, greats ang 


rich, for all Freude 


But permit me alſo to tay ſomething unto 


C 2 8 
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example, than he would benefit b 
conveyance of knowledge. A Parent him- 


pity is the Siſter of Love. The children 


11 
you who are the maſters and-inſtructors of 
theſe yur children. ods boo wee 


Ir Age 


Conſider this hit as an '0ppor-' 
tunity afforded you of teſtifying your love 
to God and man, Embrace it with zeal; 
and execute it with charity. Patience-ig 
a part of charity, and in this engagement 
a very neceſſary one. Indeed in | 
branch of education it is the moſt indif- 
penſable' duty of a teacher; for to the 
growth of a young mind patience in the 


- teacher is as the gentle ſilent warmth of 


the vernal fun to a tender plant. Know- 
ledge 


is neceſfary; but the moral habits 
ſtil more fo, But were an ill-tempered 


teacher to convey the former in the greateſt 


abundance he would corrupt more by his 
by the 


ſelf has not even the ſhadow of right to oc- 
caſion the ſmalleſt evil to his own child but 
where it may evidently produce a greater 

Children are naturally the objects 
of Love. I am ſure they are of pity, and 


are ſtill more o—1t f is not their fault they 
avs born poor. Gad help 'em e 
born 


| 1 ] | 
born to evils enough but praiſed be the 
ſame God, whoſe mercy is over all his 
works, that we are now aſſembled to pre- 
clude from them the worſt evils to which 
they are ſubjected 1 5 their e condi- 
tion. . 


\ 


11 has not been, my point, as it is not 
heckfſaty. or poſſible that I ſhauld-enter_ 
minutely into the. ſeveral methods by 
which the parties concerned in this chari- 
table inſtitution--as parents, viſitors, inſtruc - 
tors, and benefaQors, may beſt advance the 
laudable deſign of it, To excite upon juſt 
reaſons a generous and religious zeal ſuita- _ 
ble to the occaſion is the object of that | 
office which I bave now. the honour of 
diſcharging, and of diſcharging with as 
ſincere a good will as can actuate the hu- 
man heart. Cauſes like theſe aſk no 
eloquence, to ſupport them, for here 
plain truth doth the buſineſs. of elo- 
quence, and it's plaineſt ſtatement is ade- 
quate for our purpoſe, But the inſti- 
tution itſelf is new, and therefore wants 
the more protection and the more pru- 
dence in Soc the beſt method of 


r Waking 


- 


Y 


| 
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walking in a new path. As the object is 
great greater ſhould be the efforts to ac- 
compliſh it until it's bleſſed effects ſhall 
ſpeak aloud it's praiſe, and fecure it upon 
the evidence of experience, and the autho- 


rity of uſage in that reſpectable ſtate in 
which” we now receive preceding charita- 


| ble inſtitutions; Theſe too at their outſet; 


in their day of novelty met with oppoſiti- 


on, but were ſupported through it by, the 


zeal and prudence of their ſounders till 


time tatifled che deſigns of wiſdom and 
charity. May ſuch be our zeal and pru- 


dence; may our zeal animate to action, 


and our prudence'give it a right ditection. 


It will be reaſonable then to expect proſ- 


perity upon our Preſent. undertaking, and 


to rejoice at the proſpect with exceeding 
great joy. for aſſuredly it is founded upon 


wiſdom and charity. At a time too when 


we want a little more charity to cover the 
multitude of our national ſins. But be it 


remembered alſo for the honour of out na: & 
tion that at a period of public preſſure like © 


this—the impoveriſhed. "individuals of this 


great empire can now ſo far. aſſert. their 
national. humanity-as to conceive and 


encourage. 


- encoutageithis. new: n inſlitution. | 
Ii is trutgreatneſs'of mind, this is genu- 
| | nd) bajatelent>y: hut I:can give a better 
deſcription of it it is true Chriſtian Cha- 
rity. More cannot ſay of it—it.is.time 
then that I ſhouid conclude, when I have 
pruycu to the God of all our meccies, that 
he would grant in your behalf, my dear 
Children {whoſebeſtiritereſt is now ſu Rind- 
I y conſalted upon this oceaon) —that all 
who ate hete preſent to ſerve and -honour 
you, may embrace you in theit hearts with | 
the affection of pitying patents, fully and 
generoully accompliſhing: the immediate 
en of this charitable meeting; and that 
they who are to bear a farther part in the 
butan protection and care of you may meet 
_ the ſpirit of your ptefent+» benefactors, and 
feel it an intereſt and find it (as they cer- 
'tainly will) the utmoſt ſatis faction 0 pro- 
mote your welfare by every method 
_ _ Which their reſpective abilities under the 
conduct of prudence and benevolence can 
ſuggeſt. You will then gradually come to 


E>Þ% 


ſee the good which is done unto you, and 
acquiring that godlineſs which is moſt pro- 


fitable in things temporal 25 well as eter - 
N nal | 


— 
= 


1 


nal—ye will, at the laſt ſolemn ' day, 


when ye and your benefactors are aſ- 
ſembled before the judgment ſeat of the 


charitable redeemer—exhibit a ſpcteacle 


to their view which ſhall convince them 
that he who thus lendeth unto the Lord 
ſhall be gloriouſly repaid at the right hand 
of God, where there are pleaſures for ever 
more, and- where glory endureth for ever 


and ever. 
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